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Please go to www .airguatemala.org
for more about Alliance for International Reforestation.



http://www.airguatemala.org
https://www.airguatemala.org/

Fyg 27 WAy (oWt

TRANSITIONORPHANSASSITANCEOUNDATION
NEWSLETTERROMAUDREYSANTIAGQDIRECTOR
PAGE1

NS0y ORPHAN
. ASSISTANCE
FOUNDATION

www.transitionsoaf.com

August 14, 2022
Dear Friends,

So, how are our Ukrainian friends doing these days? I’ve been asked that question quite often lately. Perhaps this
picture that several of my Ukrainian friends shared with me sums it up better than the thousand words | could write to
try to tell you.

(In the soul)

(Outside)

Difficult. Frightening. Horrendous. Exhausting. Unbelievable. Uncertain.

All of these words are just the tip of the iceberg to what life is like in Ukraine right now. | see the stress on people’s
faces. | hearitin their voices. | even think that stress is beginning to take a physical toll on the health of some. Those in
Odesa deal with bombs and frequent air raid sirens and wonder if they should stay or go. Those who have gone to safer
countries just want to go home, and they also wonder if they should stay or go.

| struggle daily with my own emotions about this war, and | easily identify with the meme above, but | try always to
remind myself that whatever I’m feeling is nothing compared to what Ukrainians are feeling.

The war has been going on for six months now and our staff members in Odesa haven’t missed a beat in keeping our
mission going. For six months they’ve seen to it that our families and our orphans in the villages continue to be provided
for. And they didn’t stop there. With their help, we have extended our assistance to widows and pensioners in the
Odesa area. Thanks to our staff for their faithful service, and thanks to you for providing the means, no one is being
forgotten in this crisis. You've see some pictures already, but here are a few more of this enormous effort.
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Shopping

Staff member,
Maryana’s words
about these
pictures:

“45 families with
many children!”

“There are 263
people!”

“That’s how many
people and many
children in the
Primorsky district
received help
today!”
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) | Packages ready to be
| mailed to families in
the villages

Now, that’s a lot, but that’s not all. Other positive things are happening in Odesa right now, and | am excited to share
that news with you, too.

You may recall that, a year ago, we were busy collecting funds to build two new transitions homes for our foster and
girls’ home families. It was truly miraculous that within a few short months our monetary needs were met, and
construction began. It was the first time we had embarked on a building project with all the funding upfront. We had
high hopes that our families would be settled into the new homes by this summer.

When war broke out, construction came to a screeching halt. Our sights turned to other, more urgent concerns, and the
foundations sat waiting. They are waiting no longer. Construction has resumed and those foundations have walls upon
them.
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